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#7 for Jobs”

#19 “Best Place

#1“Best Place

Bossier City and Shreveport may be two cities, but they are one community 
that provides numerous opportunities for both business and family to prosper.  
Whether it’s our diverse economic base or high quality of life, Bossier City-
Shreveport has something to offer everyone. Our Sportsman’s Paradise, 
visual and performing arts, and fine food offer many unique experiences 
we’re sure you’ll enjoy.

   “State of the Year”        
-Business Facilities magazine, 2010

#1 2010

-Lo Walker, Mayor of Bossier City

“ The Bossier City-Shreveport community    
   continues to grow and is well positioned 
 for continued success. Our diverse economy 
   and innovative spirit makes us a 
                     great place to live, work, and play.”

Office of the Mayor

Dear Friends:

I invite you to explore Bossier City, a metropolitan area nestled on the banks of the Red 

River in Northwest Louisiana.  Our innovative city offers its residents a high quality of 

life that includes numerous recreational activities, rich cultural experiences, and strong 

educational opportunities. 

Bossier City’s diverse economy boasts career opportunities in the technology, 

healthcare, digital media, film, and oil and gas industries among others. I am also proud 

to say that there is no shortage of excellent education opportunities in our fast growing 

community. In addition to the traditional curriculum, our 33 public schools serve as a 

test bed for dynamic science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 

programs.  Upon graduation, students need not venture far with 23 universities and 

community colleges within a 100 mile radius of our city.

When the work and school day is complete, families can enjoy delicious meals at a 

variety of restaurants before embarking on adventures at local cultural centers, sports 

complexes, parks and lakes, or festivals. 

Once you experience Bossier City, you will find that you are home!

Lorenz Walker
Mayor

Two Cities, One Community



Diverse, Thriving Economy

“National Economic Development”
-Site Selection magazine, 2011

-John Grindley, Director of CoHab

Technology - The Cyber Corridor is home to a growing information technology base 
that stretches along Interstate 20. This corridor is anchored by the National Cyber 
Research Park, Louisiana Tech University, and CenturyLink.

Defense - Barksdale Air Force Base is located in the heart of Bossier Parish and 
serves as an economic engine for the region.  Fort Polk and Camp Minden are also 
located in Northwest Louisiana. The three installations all contribute to our region’s 
robust defense industry. 

Healthcare - Our community serves as the region’s medical hub providing high 
quality care through its 22 hospitals, specialty clinics, and medical school. 

Energy - Our community has a rich history in the oil and gas sectors.  The Haynesville 
Shale stretches across Northwest Louisiana and is one of the world’s largest natural 
gas shales. Due to state tax incentives, there is also a growing green energy sector.

Movie Industry - Since late 2005, 137 films and television projects with budgets 
totaling over $1 billion have been produced in our community.

Entertainment - Our area is home to seven casino resorts that offer gaming 
entertainment, fabulous restaurants, luxurious spas, and magnificent event spaces for 
banquets and concerts.  

#4

THE GUARDIAN               AARON ECKHART 
    OLYMPUS HAS FALLEN                                        ZACH GALIFIANAKIS

DENZEL WASHINGTON                                                                                                  STRAW DOGS
ROBERT DOWNEY, JR. 
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#3   “Best City in Nation

        for Independent Filmmaking”
-MovieMaker magazine, 2010

MAD MONEY

MR. BROOKS
DUE DATE

NICOLAS CAGE

GERARD BUTLER

ASHTON KUTCHER

KEVIN COSTNER

Cohab

“Developing the creative spirit 
   creates economic success throughout our community.”

Moonbot Studios

Cohab’s mission is to develop North Louisiana’s 
creative economy by supporting local business and 
creative workers. Cohab provides an innovative, shared 
workspace that provides members with vital resources 
such as high speed internet, video and teleconferencing 
tools, conference room space, and, most importantly, a 
community of like-minded entrepreneurs and business 
owners. Cohab is unique because it provides real life 
social networking for small business owners and creative 
developers in our area.

Founded by Oscar winning filmmakers William Joyce 
and Brandon Oldenburg along with Lampton Enochs, 
Moonbot Studios is a multi-platform storytelling studio 
specializing in animation, publishing, and mobile app 
development.  Children best know Mr. Joyce’s works 
Rolie Polie Olie, Rise of the Guardians, and Robots.



Cyber Innovation Center

National Cyber Research Park

American Electric Power

The Cyber Innovation Center (CIC), located in Bossier City, Louisiana, is the anchor of 
the National Cyber Research Park and serves as a catalyst for the development and 
expansion of a knowledge-based workforce throughout the region. As a 501c3 not-
for-profit corporation, the CIC fosters collaboration among its partners and accelerates 
technology, research, and development. One of its primary missions is to build 
a sustainable knowledge-based workforce that can support the growing needs of 
government, industry, and academia. 

The National Cyber Research Park (NCRP) has 
over 3,000 acres zoned for cyber research and 
development activities.  The NCRP represents a 
$107 million investment by the local governments 
of Bossier and the State of Louisiana.

The NCRP provides a physical location for 
government, private industry, and academia to 
collaborate, perform leading research, and develop 
state-of-the-art technologies.  Even though we live 
in a “virtual” world, it is important that we foster face-to-face interactions among peers 
and industry leaders.  The NCRP is strategically located next to Barksdale Air Force 
Base along Interstate 20 and Interstate 220.  

The National Cyber Research Park has been designated as an American 
Electric Power (AEP) Qualified Data Center Site after passing a rigorous 
qualification process to confirm the site is ready for development.
 
Biggins Lacy Shapiro & Co. (BLS), the site selection firm AEP commissioned 
for the qualification process, determined that the National Cyber Research 
Park offers a reliable and redundant power supply, strong fiber networks, low 
disaster risks, and a business-friendly climate.
 
“This designation represents the National Cyber Research Park’s ability to 
meet the increasingly complex needs of datacenter users,” said Craig Spohn, 
President of Cyber Innovation Center. “It provides an attractive opportunity for 
datacenter users and other mission-critical facilities to consider making our 
community their home.”

The BLS qualification process ensured that the National Cyber Research Park 
not only had the right infrastructure to support data center projects, but it also 
had a secure environment to minimize risk and targeted incentives to help 
offset costs.
 
“We are very proud to have earned this distinction. We offer companies a very 
unique opportunity and strong business case,” Mr. Spohn said.

For more information on American Electric Power, visit www.aep.com.

“ The Cyber Innovation Center is a 
catalyst for growth, driving innovation, and 
      entrepeneurship throughout our region.”

“ The research park not only offers its tenants the 
     necessary critical infrastructure to ensure business 
    operations and continuity but also a 
   business-friendly, collaborative environment.”

-G.B. Cazes, Vice President of Cyber Innovation Center

-Craig Spohn, President of Cyber Innovation Center
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   “High-tech Job        
-TechAmerica’s Cyberstates report, April 2010

#3
Wage Growth”



R. Park - 2,462 acres 

R. Park Commercial-
603 acres





Overlay District

#6   “Top State
        Business Climate Ranking”

-Site Selection magazine, 2013

http://www.aep.com/newsroom/newsreleases/%3Fid%3D1819


The Cyber Innovation Center created the National 
Integrated Cyber Education Research Center (NICERC) 
to advance its academic outreach and workforce 
development program. NICERC focuses on curriculum 
design, professional development, and collaboration in 
K -12 education. Project-driven curricula creates a context 
for the content at every level of learning. Professional 
development programs for K -12 teachers enable them 
to motivate creativity and innovation in students through 
problem-solving, critical thinking, and communication. The 
programs offered through NICERC provide a collaborative 
and comprehensive solution that fosters systemic change 
in education.

NICERC works with its partners to design and redesign its 
programs to incorporate project-driven, application-based 
learning that engage students across primary, secondary, 
and post-secondary grade levels. Each design initiative 
undergoes a rigorous, iterative process including phases 
of research, development, evaluation, improvement, 
and implementation. Our programs provide hands-on, 
context-based approaches to professional development, 
empowering teachers to prepare students to become the 
leaders of tomorrow. 

Prior to implementing any NICERC curricula, teachers 
attend an immersive professional development workshops. 
These workshops are led by a team of education leaders 
and subject-matter experts and are designed to fully 
engage teachers and prepare them for a successful 
implementation of the curriculum in their classrooms.

• Junior Cyber Discovery 
• Cyber Discovery
• Cyber Discovery 2.0
• Regional Autonomous
   Robotics Circuit (RARC)
• Cyber Internships

• STEM Explore, Discover, Apply
• Cyber Literacy
• Cyber Science 
• Physics
• Advanced Math for 
   Engineering and Science

“ NICERC believes teachers are the key to 
   systemic and sustainable change in education. All             
           NICERC programs have a professional 
             development component at their core.”

-Paul Spivey, Deputy Director of NICERC 

The National Integrated Cyber 
Education Research Center

Nationally Recognized Education Model, Cyber Discoveryl

Programs

Connect

Curricula

Active Curricula

Cyber Discovery is a catalytic event for 
participating schools that offers a unique 
professional development experience 
for teachers by engaging students in 
the discovery process.  Cyber Discovery  
immerses students and teachers into all 
aspects of cyber where they learn about 
the history of cyberspace, ethical and social 
issues, applications, and the need for and 
use of security in cyberspace. Participants 
take part in discussion sessions, hands-on 
engineering and computer science labs, a 
cryptographic treasure hunt, creative story-
telling, and a final cyber challenge. Through 
the context of cyber, specific disciplines such 
as engineering, computer science, English, 
history, mathematics (cryptography), and 
political science are methodically integrated 
to create the Cyber Discovery experience.

7

To foster integrated curricular experiences across multiple disciplines in both university
and K -12 environments.

MISSION        
NICERC’S

PROJECTED NATIONAL IMPACT

65 Universities
700 High Schools
14,000 Teachers
2,000,000 Students

SHELL ECO-MARATHON

“ Project-driven learning   
      provides our students with a  
great opportunity to apply what  
    they learn in a classroom    
       to real world problems.”

-Marvin Nelson, Benton High School Teacher 

Programs

Visit www.NICERC.org to browse our programs and curricula 
as well as to see pictures and videos of students enjoying all 
NICERC has to offer.

www.NICERC.org


K-12 Education

Higher Education

TOPS Program

Affordable Education

The Bossier Parish school system is deemed the fastest growing school district in 
North Louisiana. A 10-year construction program is underway to address the increased 
student population. The taxpayers of Bossier City recently 
passed a $210 million bond referendum that will allow the 
construction of new schools across the district to support 
continued growth and excellence.  

Music, art, and enrichment programs are offered at 
each K-5 Bossier school. Along with these programs, 
students in middle and high school have the opportunity 
to take choir and band. Students in all grade levels have 
the opportunity to enroll in the Talented Arts Program, Talented 
Theater, and Talented Music.

“ Bossier Schools takes both an innovative and proactive   
approach to education, challenging students each day with     
 creative, project-driven learning activities and strategies.”

-Sonja Bailes, Public Relations Liaison of Bossier Parish School Board

-D.C. Machen, Superintendent of Bossier Parish Schools

The State of Louisiana is continually 
working to advance academic 
excellence throughout its schools 
and higher education institutions. 
The Taylor Opportunity Program for 
Students (TOPS) is a merit-based 
scholarship program available to 
all Louisiana high school graduates 
who qualify.  TOPS Tuition Assistance 
Awards are given to approximately 
one-third of all full-time students attending 
Louisiana colleges and universities.  The public 
university system has stayed below the southern average in rising tuition costs 
while offering both merit and need-based assistance.  Research expenditures 
have continued to rise denoting student achievement and continued growth.

“ Louisiana Tech University has outstanding faculty that   
   conduct innovative research while providing a     
            unique learning environment for students. 
   Students who attend Louisiana Tech University   
will not only receive a high quality education from a 
nationally recognized research university but will  
        experience a great return on their investment.” 

-Dr. Les Guice, President of Louisiana Tech University

For the third consecutive year, Louisiana Tech University has 
achieved a Tier One ranking among “National Universities” 
according to U.S. News & World Report’s 2014 Best 
Colleges Guide. In addition, Louisiana Tech University 
was also ranked as one of the nation’s most affordable 
universities (Newsweek and The Daily Beast ) and #21 in 
the nation for providing graduates with the best returns on 
their college investments (AdvisorOne).   

Northwestern State University was ranked a Tier One University 
among regional universities in the South in the 2014 edition of “America’s Best Colleges.”

Centenary College was named a Tier One National Liberal Arts College for the third year 
in a row in the 2014 rankings of the U.S. News & World Report.

Bossier Parish Community College’s innovative approach to meeting employer needs 
is demonstrated by recent designations as the nation’s fastest growing community 
college and by being named a Center of Excellence in Information Assurance by the 
Department of Homeland Security and National Security Agency.

“ The Bossier school system is experiencing 
phenomenal growth, earning the distinction as one of the
             fastest growing school districts in the state.”             

at Louisiana Tech University.
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71% of Students earn and    
    receive some form of aid

Annual in-state tuition at a public 
four-year university in Northwest 
Louisiana is approximately $6,500.
        



Future Workforce

FastStart Program

-The Daily Beast, 2011

-Business Facilities magazine, 2010

#20

#1

“Best City in U.S. 
  for Recent Graduates”

“Workforce Training Program 
    in U.S. - Louisiana FastStart”

There are 23 colleges and universities within 
a 100 mile radius of the National Cyber 
Research Park.  These institutions have over 
107,000 students enrolled and approximately 
25,000 students graduate each year.

NICERC partners with schools across the 
region and nation to foster systemic change 
in education and prepare a workforce for the 
21st Century. These efforts have resulted in 
increased STEM enrollments and a pipeline 
of future employees. 

Our local school district ranks among the 
best in the state and strives to provide 
an innovative, project-driven learning 
environment that not only engages students 
but also challenges them to excel.

Louisiana Economic Development’s FastStart program offers in-depth, world-class 
custom employee recruitment and screening that includes hands-on assessments 
and customized training for the complete operation. This comprehensive and 
customized training covers specific processes and procedures as well as quality, 
organizational management, and advanced technologies. FastStart provides 
companies the following services at no cost: customized employee recruitment, 
screening, training development, and training delivery for eligible, new, or 
expanding companies. 

Barksdale Air Force Base (BAFB), located in Bossier Parish, consists of 
4,000 acres of developed area and 18,000 acres of undeveloped area. 
BAFB is the largest employer in Bossier City with 5,660 active duty military; 
1,917 reservists; and 4,445 civilians. Not only is BAFB the largest single 
site employer in our area but also in the State of Louisiana with 12,022 
employees. In 2009, BAFB was named home to the Air Force’s newest 
major command - Air Force Global Strike Command.  This command is 
responsible for the nation’s nuclear mission and provides a catalyst for 
growth at BAFB.

BAFB is home to the following:
• Air Force Global Strike Command
• Mighty 8th Air Force
• 2nd Bomb Wing

This area offers a robust defense economy due to three military bases 
in our region. Barksdale Air Force Base, Camp Minden, and Fort Polk all 
provide military support to our region and nation. 

Located a few miles east of Bossier City off Interstate 20, Camp Minden is the 
Louisiana National Guard Training Center.  This site of approximately 15,000 
acres also serves as an industrial complex for economic development and 
is under the control of the Louisiana Military Department.

Fort Polk was established in 1941 and 
has been a working military facility since 
1993.  As home of the Joint Readiness 
Training Center, this post provides training 
in deployment and tactical operations.  
Fort Polk is also considered a destination 
post with many recreational and 
educational opportunities available for 
soldiers and their families.

Barksdale Air Force Base

Robust Defense Community

Fort Polk

Camp Minden
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The Oaks of Louisiana is a 312 acre master-planned 
community which is a part of the Willis-Knighton 
Health System. Its beautiful campus has a pastoral 
setting as the backdrop for what has become a 
premier residential venue for adults 55 and older. The 
on-campus Spa & Wellness Center, Clubhouse, and 
Marketplace have been added to enhance services and 
amenities for residents. Building on its rich history, The 
Oaks of Louisiana continues to identify and respond to 
residential needs of mature adults, attracting residents 
not only from Shreveport and Bossier City but also from 
outlying areas and states.

Over 40,000 military retirees have made Bossier City-Shreveport their 
home. The Bossier City-Shreveport area is ranked as one of the nation’s 
most desired retirement destinations due to high quality medical care, 
safety, tax rates, cost of living, air quality, and the average temperature.  

Many working retirees easily find employment throughout the Bossier 
City-Shreveport community. Whether these retirees are working to 
supplement pensions, Social Security, 401(k)s, or just to stay mentally 
engaged, our community provides diverse opportunities to meet their 
needs.

The Oaks of Louisiana
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Louisiana State University School of Medicine has been instrumental in defining 
healthcare in the region and is a leading provider of specialty support for area hospitals.  
This expansive college of medicine is part of the State of Louisiana public university 
system and offers a challenging academic environment with an established reputation.

Biomedical Research Foundation (BRF) of Northwest Louisiana recently established 
University Health as it took over operations of two public hospitals previously operated 
by the state.  BRF supports area economic development and provides medical research 
opportunities. BRF is a founding member of CERT, the Consortium for Education, 
Research, and Technology of North Louisiana.

The Willis-Knighton Health System (WKHS), 
which serves Bossier City-Shreveport, was 
ranked #2 Best Hospitals in Louisiana by 
U.S. News and World Report in 2013. WKHS 
continues to provide our community and 
region with high quality care.  For example, 
the Willis-Knighton Cancer Center is one of a 

few cancer centers that offers its patients Proton 
Therapy (an advanced and extremely precise form 

of radiation therapy). The Willis-Knighton Hyperbaric & 
Wound Care Center is one of only a handful of units with 

advanced hyperbaric chamber technology. WKHS sits at the 
forefront of innovation and technology and performs many robot-assisted procedures. 
WKHS has been recognized as a Blue Distinction Center for Cardiac Care. This national 
award is issued to hospitals based on exceptional care and safety as well as cost-
efficient healthcare.

Louisiana State University School of Medicine

Biomedical Research Foundation

Blue Distinction Center #2
  North America’s 

“Top 25 Cities

Willis-Knighton is recognized as a

Quality Healthcare

for Cardiac Care.

“Best State for Retirement”        

for a Working Retirement”

-Bankrate.com, 2013

-Forbes, 2013



Performing and Visual Arts

Attractions

Recreation

The Municipal Auditorium, Independence 
Stadium, CenturyLink Center, Shreveport 
Convention Center, and Sci-Port: 
Louisiana’s Science Center are just a few 
local attractions. 

15

Our Twin Cities provide approximately 36 parks 
and 15 golf courses for family fun. Our area 
caters to our Sportsman’s Paradise with our 
many lakes and rivers. 

Activities

 “ There are many
       family-friendly aspects of living in                     
                  the Bossier City - Shreveport community.”

-David “Rocky” Rockett, Executive Director/President of
 the Greater Bossier Economic Development Foundation

The Strand Theatre
Opened in 1925, the beautiful Strand Theatre anchors the 
arts district now known as the West Edge. It rivals the world’s 
finest opera houses and is host to touring Broadway shows, 
concerts, and plays.

The West Edge Arts District
This vital section of downtown Shreveport promotes local 
artists.  Enjoy an afternoon at Artspace, an independent film 
at the Robinson Film Center, or just take a stroll through 
downtown and enjoy the historic architecture and building 
murals that speak volumes about the creative spirit that 
exists in the West Edge.

Shreveport Farmers’ Market
The market attracts over 150 vendors from around the 
region as well as 12,000 visitors on opening day. Shreveport 
Farmers’ Market is one of the best markets in the state 
offering fresh coffee, produce, homemade arts and crafts, 
and flowers.

CenturyLink Center
Opened in 2000, this 270,000 square foot arena seats 
over 14,000 patrons. For mid-year 2013, CenturyLink Center 
ranked #20 in the world and #14 in the United States for 
attendance and gross sales based on its capacity according 
to Venues Today.

Golf
Our community is home to approximately 15 golf courses, 
one of which is also part of Louisiana’s Audubon Golf Trail.  
In addition, golfers can enjoy one of Golf Digest’s Top 10 
Courses - Squire Creek, which is only a short distance from 
Bossier City.

The Bossier City and Shreveport area is rich in 
culture and the arts. Our community is home to the 
Shreveport Opera, Robinson Film Center, 
R. W. Norton Art Gallery, Shreveport 
Metropolitan Ballet, The Shreveport 
Dance Academy, Shreveport Symphony 
Orchestra, The Strand Theatre, and much 
more!

The Red River Revel and Artbreak  are two 
of many major festivals in the State of Louisiana. 
Fairs, such as the State Fair of Louisiana, 
are main attractions for the region. Our community 
also hosts family-friendly Mardi Gras parades. 
The Shreveport Farmers’ Market and the 
Gardens of the American Rose Center 
provide other activities.

-Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index, 2013

-Livablilty.com, 2013

2nd
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“Least Stressed State”

Average Commute Time MINUTE



Shopping & Dining

The Outlets at Louisiana Boardwalk 
The Louisiana Boardwalk features approximately 
60 retail stores, 17 restaurants and eateries, 
a spa, and an IMAX® theatre. Other features 
include an arcade, a family picnic area, the 
Louisiana wildlife carousel, and the Magnolia 
Belle trolley.  An added convenience for visitors 
is an on-site Courtyard by Marriott hotel.  

Airline Drive Shopping & Dining
Airline Drive, a main thoroughfare in Bossier City, 
allows community members access to Pierre 
Bossier Mall, Stirling Bossier Shopping Center, 
and numerous boutiques and local restaurants.

Shoppes at Bellemead
Shoppes at Bellemead features 17 retail stores  
and boutiques including White House-Black 
Market, Ann Taylor Loft, James Avery, Charming 
Charlie, and Francesca’s Collections. The 
shopping center also includes a spa and three 
dining venues.

Youree Drive Shopping & Dining
Just south of Shoppes at Bellemead, Youree 
Drive is generously populated with retail stores 
like Barnes & Noble, Pier 1 Imports, World 
Market, Kohl’s, and Lowe’s in addition to a large 
selection of restaurants.

Bossier City-Shreveport is conveniently located 
to travel for business, entertainment, and 
shopping. Great shopping and wonderful food 
can be found within our community without the 
big city traffic. The abundance of unique shops, 
department stores, and malls makes every 
shopping trip successful! Feast at local staples 
or elegantly dine at four-star restaurants! The 
Twin Cities have it all for your days and nights 
out on the town.
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Transportation Hub

DALLAS
HOUSTON

BATON ROUGE

Located in the northwest corner of the state, Bossier City-Shreveport is centrally located among 
major metropolitan areas such as Dallas/Fort Worth, Houston, Little Rock, Jackson, Baton 
Rouge, and New Orleans. 

• Road - Bossier City-Shreveport is located at the intersection of Interstate 20 and Interstate 
49. Interstate 220 provides a loop around the city. Upon completion, Interstate 69 will 
provide a third major interstate corridor in our community.

• Air - Shreveport Regional Airport has daily flights to three major hubs which puts travelers 
one stop away from most destinations. 

• Rail - Class 1 railroads and numerous short track railways can access many area ports 
and industrial sites to offer intermodal capabilities. All six major U.S. railroads converge in 
Louisiana.

• Navigable Waterway - The Red River provides a navigable waterway with access to 
the Mississippi River and ultimately the Gulf of Mexico. 

SHREVEPORT

BOSSIER CITY
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Bossier City
Shreveport, 
Louisiana
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www.cyberinnovationcenter.org

http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org

